








BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service ye 38 Bank Street 
SR RRS. RRA. RP 5° aR SS mes 


Vol... XIII October 15, 1945 No. 20 
rH @ 7 A Oe 


Well, tt Looks as though we'd about covered the Fiction for the Fall season - if this 
issue's. output is. an indication. A careful survey of publishers’ lists. would seem to 
bear that out. With the November first issue, we start covering 1946 books. 


Nothing of outstanding importance - though I thoroughly enjoyed Idwal Jones! HIGH 
BONNET. | 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS: FictioMm 


November 13 


Castle, William & Joseph, Robert HBRO'S OAK Reader's Press 
$3.00 


A holding - if occasionally overplayed - story,of Poles in Vermont, first 
and second generation, of transition and conflict, and in particular of the unhappy 
marriage of Jan and Marja, ~- Jan, who had wanted to escape the farm and be a doctor; 
Marja, whom his father brought over from Poland. Marja, falling in love with a New 
Englander, Endicott, her English teacher, is temporarily abandoned by him and finding 
herself pregnant marries Jan. The night of her wedding Endicott returns and Marja 
kills him, burying him under the large oak, symbolic in Polish legend. Marja ruins 
Jan's career, first in the city, then in the community; she bears Endicott's child, 
and when the child is accidentally killed, she becomes more and more unbalanced until 
she ends her life as she destroys Hero's Oak. Plenty of plot here for several books, 
but it is thoroughly readable, if not distinguished. 


November 6 


Jones, Idwal HIGH BONNET Prentice-Hall 
$2.50 

Idwal Jones is in his element here - a story that seems a palatable blend 
of M.F.K. Fisher and Bemelmans - gourmet turned novelist, in a story of a sailor who 
on the very edge of achieving his goal as first officer of a Mediterranean trading 
vessel, whose passing spell of homesickness takes him back to Vence where his "way 
with a sauce" persuades a gambling English baroness to invest in his future as a chef, 
we share in his adventures~ behind the scenes at the Faisan d'Or:in Paris, while 
he advances, now slow, now fast, through the intricacies of somps and sauces to the 
role of acting chief chef. There's that sense of exotic mystery, shared by an inner 
circle of experts - an occasional tantalizing sharing of secrets with recipes which 
are out of this world of rationing; there's a sense too of people, the coterie of 
the choice haunts of gourmets, and the men who wielded the magic wand; there's humor 
and anecdote and a tenuous pattern of a way of life that will inevitably return, 
though it can never be quite the same. Read not for the plot - which is scarce ly 
visible - but for the flavor, the wit, the spice. 





November 8 


West, Jessamyn THE FRIENDLY PERSUASION Harcourt, Brace 
$2.50 
* Almost she does persuade me to deeper appreciation of my Quaker heritage, 


een 
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as - ina story that has much of the quality that made Mama's Bank Account irresistible 
- Jessamyn West does some delicious quiet tilting at windmills ina refreshingly 

human series of episodes rooted in the traditions of her own Indiana Quaker background. 
It is the story of Jess and Eliza Birdwell, he a nurseryman in Indiana, about the time 
of the Civil War and after; she a "preacher" in Meeting. Strict to outward conformity, 
Eliza had her human side, and found ways to compromise, as when she allowed Jess to 
have an organ - in the attic; when she went to Court to reclaim her "pacing goose"; 
when she was secretly delighted at the unsuspected speed of the deceptive little mare. 
There's wit and humor, pathos and a certain spiritual value, sentiment at its best. 


November 9 


Williamson, Thames CHRISTINE ROUX Current Books 
$2.50 

A new line for Thames Williamson (remember Woods Colt and various and 
sundry juveniles under various and sundry pseudonyms?) - as he crosses to the conti- 
nent for a faintly flavored period portrait of a convent girl, forced by circumstances 
to leave her chosen life behind walls. Christine Roux, a dedicated novice, and a 
religious by indoctrination rather than nature, goes to Paris after the 1905 closing 
of all French convents where she is exposed to the crude pursuit of Theo, a stallman, 
accidentally met, and the more cautious overtures of -her employer, Julien Gautier, who 
is attracted by ‘her inviolability. Refusing to accept her more earthly inclinations, 
Christine splits with Julien when she finds him involved with her friend, tries to 
enter a convent in Indo-China but is told by the priest that human love is also godly, 
and in her case, a better way of life for her. Finding«Julien no longer waiting for 
her, she accepts Theo. A delicate handling of the conflict of senses set against 
spirit, passion against prudery, convincing enough, though there's a strange elusive 
impression of its being outmoded. The jacket will make it somewhat inevitable that 
the book be classified as a religious novel. It is hardly that, though Christine's 
instinctive turning to the cloistered life as an escape. is part of the psychological 
approach. 

November 22 


Foley, Martha THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 1945 Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.75 

As already evidenced in the O'Henry collection, the 1944-45 short story 
representation is not particularly significant. The editor suggests a certain trend 
towards more tenderness, more sentiment, and in her selection shows greater emphasis 
on the aesthetic-to-intellectual values. All in all, however, this is still a fairly 
popular, unclassifiable miscellany, including lighter material in Carlos Bulosan, 
George Panetta, Emily Hahn; familiar names and finished jobs in stories by Irwin Shaw, 
Josephine Johnson, Leane Zugsmith; a considerable showing of regional, racial, national 
minority material -- of war and other contemporary issues; of such standard authors 
as ‘Louis Bromfield; and among newcomers, special mention for W. G. Hardy's The Czech 
Dog, and Mary Deasy's Harvest. A dependable market has already been established for 
this. 

December 28 


Prentice-Hall 
| $2.00 

A not too-sweetened-for-popular-palates story of current day problems of 
Marital readjustment and relocation, asi Tom, after two and a half years overseas,re- 
turns to Brooke. She finds him difficult and tries - despite his physical disability 
and partial neuroticism - to route him automatically into her world, a world of city 
apartment. living, and her wartime acquired independence. Tom, after a few unhappy and 
unsuccessful months salvages ‘himself by returning to his type of life - the land - and 
it takes Brooke some time before she accepts his terms. Readably turned out for rentals 
There's one angle that seems to have been largely ignored by most novelists dealing 
with the subject, and that is that the readjustments aren't all on the side of the re- 
turned veteran. 


Shipman, Natalie . THE LONG ROAD 
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Announcing A FINE EDITION Publicatton Decomber 77 Hes 
Roberts, Elizabeth Madox THE TIME OF MAN Viking 
$5.00 


One of the first novels which brought Viking Press into the limelight as 
a publisher of distinguished books was Elizabeth Roberts' The Time of Man, the novel 
on which her greatest lasting fame will rest. Now — to commemorate their 20th anni- 
versary, Viking is reissuing this novel with illustrations by an artist who seems the 
ideal choice for the work, Clare Leighton. Miss Leighton's intimate knowledge of the 
Kentucky country - her personal friendship with Miss Roberts before her death in 1941 
~ combine to give even deeper significance to her 17 lovely wood engravings. Boxed 


$5.00. 
Mysteries - Westerns - Thrillers 


October 26 


Treat, Lawrence V AS IN VICTIM Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.00 

A series of unaffiliated casualties, a hit and run accident, the asphyxi- 
ation of a cat, and the killing of an insurance agent unloved by all, are related - 
first on a hunch, then by the scientific methods of Jub Freeman, laboratory detective; - 
In the interests of Andrea, pretty and frightened, Jub gets evidence from his test 
tubes, spectograph and microscopes to break the case, catch the killer and his girl. 
Competent job. 

November 9 


Grey, Robin PUZZLE IN PORCELAIN , Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.00 
Venom in Virginia ~ as the death of power-seeking Pottle from snakebite 
sets in motion young Hunter's search for proof that it was not accidental. Watson-ed 
by young Jenny, Hunter tracks information on snakebite, on Jenny's friends, conflict- 
ing evidence, and Pottle’s hold on them. Another death and an attempted third provide 
the link with the killer's motives - with Hunter working out the means. Old Southern 


comfortable. 
November 12 


Manning, Roy VENGEANCE VALLEY Macrae Smith 
$2.00 

A rooter-tooter, with a double dose of lingo, for troubled times in Ariz- 
ona, and young, rebellious Rusty falling into line to avenge the death of his father, 
the town marshal of Sweetwater. Taking over his father's office, he is confronted 
with more killings, public distrust, and the vengeance of the local banker...but 
manages to exterminate the evildoers - and save the town from lynch law. And get his 
fal. 

December 14 


Branson, H. C. THE FEARFUL PASSAGE Simon & Schuster 
$2.00 

A John Bent story - as once again the imperturbable, implacable Bent 
steers his way through the intricacies of emotional involvements which make the solu- 
tion of who killed Gavin Hunter exceedingly difficult to achieve. Hunter was cordial- 
ly disliked by almost everyone, chiefly his housekeeper, his stepson (whose fortune 
was untouchably Hunter's so long as Hunter lived), and most of the neighbors. Other 
lives were involved in-his life - or death; matters of inheritance, of independence 
financially, etc. There was Professor Shaftoe, whose young wife was in love with 
Hunter's stepson; and Jean's aunt who had conditioned her to the need for money; there 
were deliberately faked alibis; there was motive where the crime seemed impossible - 
and no motive where it did. Smooth going - for the reader, though in retrospect the 
motivation is inconclusive. 
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SPECIAL MENTION 


October 19 





Cousins, Norman MODERN MAN IS OBSOLETE Viking 
$1.00 
The challenging lead editorial in the Saturday Review of August 18th, 
resulted in a demand that the text be put in permanent form — hence this little book. 
The content is an expansion of the editorial, not by blocks of additional material, 
but by elaboration within the pattern and text of the original. For example, Cousins 
expands his views on the educational challenge of today - only the whole man can find 
the solution for the Atomic Age ~- the whole man requires education for interdependent 
thinking. He expands too his examination into America's experiment at international 
organization - the U. S. A. was created by differences so intense that only complete 
sovereignty could prevent anarchy. Diverse people can achieve common government by 
common consent. He views the varying arguments for atomic control - urges that time 
is running out. An important book. 
PROBLEHATICAL BOOKS 


October 24 


Bliven, Bruce & WHAT THE INFORMED CITIZEN NEEDS TO KNOW Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Mezerik, A.G.-Esd. $3.00 


A primer for citizens intent on knowing some of the facts and attitudes 
behind government policy, national and international. Experts in their field - all of 
liberal slant ~- Wallace, Stettinius, Prof. Hansen, Senator Hill, Charles Boite, Carey 
McWilliams, Murray and others discuss jobs for all, the United Nations charter, plan- 
ning, river development, the returning veteran, the minority problem, labor responsi- 
bilities. The appendix is worth the price of the book, containing as it does the text 
of new commitments, -— the Atlantic Charter, Bretton Woods, Charter for Labor and 
Management, etc. Fundamental, informative reading for the responsible American, 


October Zz5 


Drake, St. Clair & BLACK METROPOLIS Harcourt, Brace 
Cayton, Horace R. $5.00 


A sociological and anthropological study of Chicago, the second largest 
Negro city in the country, and the impact on the Negro of industrialization, seculari- 
zation urbanization and segregation, from the time the first slave that escaped to 
Chicago down to the present race crisis. This book does not attempt any blue print 
for solving the race question, but it does analyze the Negro-White relationship in 
Chicago, the effect of their separate, subordinated status on personalities, institu- 
tions, and the world they have built. Not written with quite the scientific approach 
of Myrdal, nor yet the light touch of Roi Ottley - but strikes a sound note. 


November )4 


Putnam 
$2.50 


A well-known sports writer does an Horatio Alger on Al Smith. From his 
Fulton Fish Market days he traces his rise to Governor of New York, Presidential 
candidate and successful business magnate. Neither a deft nor penetrating study - 
although those satisfied with a superficial picture will feel they know New York's 
favorite son. Here are the highlights of his life - anecdotes of the man. His fine 
points, his honesty and enterprise, his integrity despite his Tammany upbringing, his 
devotion to his family, his ability to get to the heart of a social problem, his will- 
ingness to battle for what he thought right. Graham slides over his weaknesses and 
mistakes, many of which - if brought to the surface - would have strengthened, not 
weakened the portrait of a good American. Easyreading, but not the book it might have 
been, That is still to be written, 


Graham, Frank AL SMITH 
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November 11 


Farrington, S. Kip, Jr. THE DUCKS CAME BACK Coward, McCann 
$5. 00 

A book for a highly specialized market -— conservationists, lay and govern- 
mental, and sportsmen. A survey of the accomplishments of Ducks Unlimited,that North 
American organization, working without pay, under lay supervision and participation, 
to reverse the processes of nature by which wild ducks were a vanishing species. When 
- why and how it was done, ard how in seven years a miracle was achieved. The ducks 
came back and Kip Farrington, sportsman and writer, attributes 80% to Ducks Unlimited, 


[Illustrated by Lynn Bogue Hunt. 
November 4&2 2O 


CHEER Coward, McCann 
$3.50 

An anthology of American and British verse which concentrates solely on 
the light touch, in which there is endless entertainment, wit and amusement. Shakes- 
peare, Herrick, Coleridge rub shoulders with Lardner, F.P.A,, Don Marquis; books and 
food, and children compete with dialect, birds, drink, history, etc., as topics for 
the many airy pens. There are limericks, parodies, beautiful nonsense; there are songs 
as well as epitaphs; there are unforgettable old favorites and bright newcomers. Should 
be excellent merchandise for the Christmas trade as well as an all time acceptable gift 


suggestion. A very pleasant companion. 


McCord, David =— Ed, WHAT 


November 13 


Pruitt, Ida A DAUGHTER OF HAN: An Autobtography Yale Press 
from the story told her by $3.00 
Ning Lao T'ai-Tai 

Subtitled The Autobiography of a Chinese Working Woman, this is the story 
told Ida Pruitt by an old woman of P'englai, acity "that stands on a rocky hill by the 
sea, facing Manuchuria". Simple, authentic, almost stark in the lack of elaboration, 
the chapters of this: book trace the life pattern of a simple woman of the people from 
the time of her childhood, through her marriage to an opium addict; the birth of two 
daughters, the sale of one, her service in a high-born family, and on to a serene, 
though poverty stricken old age, with her ¢grand-children about her. This reads like 
the unvarnished tale of a simple but typical Chinese woman's life, at once unsenti- 
mental] and very moving. Of great interest tothose who care to know the side of the 
proletarian rather than the aesthetic, rich side of Chinese life. 


November -26 yO 


Devis, Kenneth S. SOLDIER OF DEMOCRACY Doubleday, Doran 
Pre-publication -— $3.00 


Post -— $3.50 


So far this makes the third Eisenhower biography of which this one is the 
most comprehensive, giving - in close to 600 pages - the externals of his life, per- 
sonal and military. It continues, without the sentimentality of the Hatch biography, 
to convey the image of the man, his stamina and courage, candor and selflessness, as- 
surafice and casual charm. Here is his family background, his childhood in Abilene, 
the years at West Point, his marriage to Mamie Doud. Early sorrows, the loss of their | 





first son, the failure to get overseas during World War I. Then the intervening years 
of staff work in Washington, the appointment to the Philippines, the advance to the 
highest command with this war, and the campaigns in North Africa, Italy and the Euro- 
pean theatre, Davis has drawn on interviews with friends, family, military associates 
and the General himself for his material; he has done a full-sized job of biography, 
occasionally - but only occasionally - obscuring the man in pursuit of the fact. 























through their unspectacular but vital work, they discovered the many things for which 
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November 20 


Rieseberg, Lt. Harry E. TREASURE HUNTER McBride 
$3.00 

Sunken treasure and deep sea diving - the two elements of unity of the 
book. Otherwise, the author squeezes into this volume a miscellany of facts about 
treasure hunters; — William Phips, the backwoodsman from Maine who retrieved the trea- 
sure of a Spanish hulk for Charles II; an account of the amazing salvage of the Viagara 
in 1941; the history of diving from the time of Herodotus; a list of unsalvaged trea- 
sures; a technical consideration of the future of deep sea salvage. By far the best 
section of the book is the author's account of his own diving experiences, the fan- 
tastic ocean floor, narrow escapes from sharks and octopuses, and the joy at finding 
treasure, It comprises far too small a part of the book. Not a book for a wide gene- 
ral market, but for armchair adventures of specialized interests. 


Potter, David M. — Ed. TRAIL TO CALIFORNIA Yale Press 
$3.50 
One of the Yale Historical Publications - which ordinarily would indicate 
a highly specialized market, largely a scholarly one. In this instance, however, the 
book should capture some of the ever live interest in actual records of the '49ers, of 
the first caravans to cross the continent, of the many times told tale which always 
offers something new regarding the famous "trail to California". The editor has made 
a real contribution to the literature of the Trail in selecting this double diary of a 
company that made the trip in good time and with extraordinarily few of the mishaps 
that some of the less intelligently planned expeditions fell heir to. A comparison of 
the Geiger and Bryarly diaries, jointly covering the journey from the arrival of the 
company in St. Joseph to the successful windup near Sacramento, with some thirty odd 
other expedition records show; that this adhered most successfully to a collectivist 


‘organization - a form of spontaneous self-government. The size of the company, the 


limitations of their equipment, supplies, number of wagons, the use of mules and their 
intelligent care - all bear witness to soundness of judgment - and to the wisdom of 
their guide, Frank Smith. The actual diary records the day by day progress, the little 
human incidents, the pattern of life, the occasional difficulties and how they were 
met. Geiger's section is rather dry; Dr. Bryarly had a more lively sense of incident 
and personality. He even had an occasional quip as when he commented on an Indian 
group, — “saw but one good looking squaw". One amusing episode was recorded by Geiger 
- the wolf and bear hunt, when the "bear" turned out to be a buffalo calf. Bryarly, 

in his fuller descriptions, gives a real feel of the beauties as well as the rigors of 
the trip. All in all - complete, authentic, vigorous - a real contribution to the 
record. The California sale will be its major market, but there should be substantial 
interest in libraries the country over. The appendix includes valuable source material, 


the Constitution of the Company, (the Charlestown Co.) - its roster, comparative travel 
schedules ~ and the editor's contribution of further and subsequent biographical de- 
tails of the diarists’ contrasting ends, - the one as 2 vespected doctor, who returned 


ultimately to his native Maryland, the other dying a fugitive from justice after kill- 


‘ing a man in the passion of his advocacy of the cause of the Confederacy in a Calif- 


ornia strong for the Union. 


November 22 


Skidmore, Hobert Douglas MORE LIVES THAN ONE Houghton, Mifflin 
S2.50 
* If you shared our enthusiasm for the author's fictional Valley of the Sky 


you will also like this, which voices - not in fiction form — for boys and men of the 
air forces administration and service their testament of belief in the part they played. 
How these men kept the ships flying in the atoll and island war of the Pacific; how 
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they were fighting. From their departure from this country to the landings — learning 
the ways of tropic life and warfare, the preparations for assault on Japan, this spans 
the change of pattern as the war developed ¢éigantic proportions and became impersonal 
so that in retrospect their early experiences and achievements seemed inconsequential. 
Of the GIs, of air men, infantry, bull dozers, of chaplains and medics, of the enemy 
in all his vileness, of the commonness of valor, of living in the field, of the making 
of air fields. Then there's a furlough with its disappointments - and work in the Big 
Islands, preparing to carry the war to the Japs homeland. A vista of the immensity of 
the war, and of non-combatants who found some answers to what it was about... Too 
important a book in its fundamental implications - and the way they are handled - to 


be pushed aside as simply another war book. 


November 26 


Janta, Alexander BOUND WITH TWO CHAINS Roy 
$2.50 


A sequel to J Lied to Live, in which Janta told of his experiences bound 
out as a French captive to slave labor. Actually, he is Polish, though he sustained © 
his French alias throughout. ‘Transferred from farm labor, physically too much for hin, 
he was sent toa factory, where greed, graft and fear predominated. Charged with 
sabotage and insubordination, he was next sent to a camp supplying labor to foresters 
- he endured hunger, exhaustion, cold. Again shifted to a farm, he met —- during an 
illness - two Polish physicians, he simulated tuberculosis, was pronounced hopeless, 
and was shipped back to France and freedom. Inside Germany within the sphere of one 


man's experience - handledwith surprising objectivity... Facts that should be known, 


Aancmhacrsl~ Wy seastinr ak i, (446 


if a market can be found. 


Cant, Gilbert GREAT PACIFIC VICTORY John Day 
$3.50 
* This covers ground that has already been covered in a succession of reports 
on the Central Pacific and South Pacific campaigns, but no other book - so far —- has 
done so wide a coverage in one volume, nor succeeded in givisg so graphic a sense of 
the linking of plan and procedure, the whys and wherefores, in a way that even the un- 
initiated reader with no tendency to interest in armchair strategy will find holding 
reading, It is very up-to-the minute - from Guadalcanal to the signing of the terms 
on the ¥tssourt - and of immediate interest in the frank approach to critical ob- 
jectivity, weighing the pros and cons of such widely disputed policies as the “island 
hopping" ~- errors in judgment of enemy strength - timidity - over-confidence - person- 
ality conflicts, etc. Most interesting of all are his excellent pen portraits of 
Nimitz ("a great man") - Spruance (with his aversion to publicity) - Halsey (while 
recognizing his abilities, he gets in a few cracks) - Mitscher (the officer most con- 
sistently right). Intimate closeups of some dramatic phases of naval operation - a 
tribute to the overall achievements, keystone to the entire Pacific war structure. He 
gives great credit, too, to MacArthur's extraordinary advance in a 12 month period 
from Moresby to the shores of Vitiz Strait - and in no way minimizes the role of the 
allied air force under the inspired leadership of Kenney... He speaks authoritatively 
as the author of The War At Sea and America’s Navy in World War II. 


° 


Henry, J. Fred YOUR FUTURE IN AVIATION Prentice Hall 
$3.00 
From the impetus of war production, to the post-war aviation picture as 
seen by air officials and experts, this discusses the possibilities of jobs for re- 
turning veterans, as well as youngsters deciding on a career, jobs in relation to the 
whole field of aviation. Here are the opportunities in engineering, construction, shop 
work, flight crews, ground teams, radar, in airport, (municipal and private) admini- 
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stration, financing, in possible new business builders. Education for these jobs is 
also discussed and there are informative appendices, of airlines, schools, manufactu- 
rers. 


November ?? 


Geiringer, Karl MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS Oxford 
$4.00 
Subtitled Thetr History from the Stone Age to the Present, this is a 
chronological survey or musical ‘instruments of all types - the history of drums, flutes, 
wind, strings and percussion instruments, pointing out the great days of certain types, 
the virtuosi, the technical-innovations, where and when and by whom they were made. 
The reader can trace the story of each instrument from origin to present day appearance 
and performance. And there is data on recent innovation of electronics in the musical 
field, Perhaps more for the expert than the layman, this is a worthwhile "cultural 
ladder" for music classes and reference... Translated by Bernard Miall. 





December 5 


FROM OMAHA TO OKINAWA 
Huie, William Bradford Dutton 
$2. 75- 

The story of the Seabees in the panoply of war - the men who fought with 
hammers, nails, girders and picks, and paid with sweat, toil and life. This gives a 
panorama of their monumental engineering feats on the D-days on Omana Beach, Iwo, 
Tinian, Saipan, Guam, Okinawa, the Philippines - and includes casualty lists. In 
many instances for the first time, the author reveals details of the part the Seabees 
played in the amphibious landing, There are flashes of earthy, raucous humor - and 
an unashamedly partisan viewpoint which makes his enthusiasm contagious. Follow up 
to Can Do!, the history of the Seabees up to the invasion of Normandy. Good reading. 


December 27 


Carmer, Carl THE JESSE JAMES OF THE JAVA SEA Farrar & Rinehart 
$1.50 

The title is a nickname for the submarine service - as Carmer brings to- 
gether, with a rather contrived mechanism, the stories of the submarines in the war 
of the Pacific, the dull monotony of routine patrols, the tension and elation of a 
strike, the proud exchange of yarns during shore leave, the unsung heroism of the men. 
He starts with Dec. 7, 1945 in a Manila cafe, where five Annapolis classmates are 
dining, submarine commaraers all; he tells the saga of their ships ~ among which- were 
the Swordfish, the Sea Wolf, But chiefly it is the story of Skipper Bull Wright of 
the Sturgeon, and his torpedo officer, young Chet Nimitz, his officers and men. En- 
listed men turn narrators - there are flashes of humor - but the story fails to rise 
above the story teller's tendency to repetition and lack of dramatic build-up. 


Too Many - Too Late (Published) 


Bruce 
$1.75 


Commentators and columnists - new lords of the newspaper and radio world - 
in short biographical sketches, comment on their hola on the public, personal tidbits 
little known to their public. A fair sampling of American journalism - fromthe 
flesh and money pots of Winchell to the cautious analysis of the pedantic Raymond 
Swing. Pen profiles written by people who know them - not too flattering, as they 
reveal the saccharine bathos of Heatter, the emotional egotism of Dorothy TRQMpO ey: 
the statesmanship of Sumner Welles, the caustic crusading of John B. Kennedy. // /' 


Bulman, David —- Ed. MOLDERS OF OPINION 
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PAY BIRT DevineAdair 
$3.00 
Farming and gardening with compost is handled in almost lyrical fashion, 
such is this author's enthusiasm for organic farming, such his disdain for chemical 
fertilizers, chemical activators, weed killers, disinfectants, and so on. Lots of 
theories fall by the wayside, as he builds the case for the compost heap, whether for 
small garden or large scale farm, He gives specific directions for making one - the 
basic principles governing its production and application, And in the process the 
reader learns a good many sound facts about intelligent farming principles. 


Rodale, J. I 














Harper 
$2.00 


Over 800 photographs, taken from the Yale Films ef Child Development made 
in 1934, and illustrating the physical and emotional development of a baby...the acts 
of eating, drinking, playing, laughing, crying, communicating, and so on. Scientifi- 
cally, no one has made a greater contribution to this field; popularly this picture- 
story presentation brings Gesell material to a wider audience; photographically, the 
pictures leave much to be desired. They are stills from film records, vague and cer- 
tainly not photogenic. However, this adds tothe general knowledge of infant growth 
patterns, Market? ~ Parents - medical students - child psychology classes, etc, 


Gesell, Arnold MD HOW A BABY GROWS 






















Internat'l Univ. 
$4.50 
A psychological study of morals manifested in religions, especially Christ- 
ijanity, and political philosophies, Psycho-analysis reveals religious beliefs as 
wishful thinking, a prophylactic against individual neuroses, The author claims that 
the higher types of emotional attitude have significance in man's life but that a 
comparable attitude divorced from metaphysical beliefs can have more reality values. 
“ A coldly scientific analysis whichventures outside the realm of psychology into theo- 


logy. 


Day, Chon I COULD BE DREAMING 


MAN, MORALS AND SOCIETY: A Psycho-analyttcal Study 





Flugel, J. C, 























McBride 
$2.00 


New Yorker, SEP, Colliers etc, - cartoons collected for quiet risibili- 
ties, a sophisticated touch that pictures some of the absurdities of the recent shorte 
ages, of the clergy, of nakedness, of the ringside,old age,jails, of solutions reached 
with strong arm methods, For some these are more acceptable than the distorted type. 


McBride 


Partch, Virgil WATER ON THE BRAIN 
$2.00 


An accomplished inventor of nightmare physiography and an expert in the 
impossible and nonsensical - in his second book of cartoons, which feature the mili- 
tary in ridiculous situations, comment on castaways, on orchestra, card playing, prize 
fighting, dentists and doctors, children, servicemen's souvenirs, Japanese and German 
imbroglios, impasses, etc, Full page and strip-series, these, because of outlandish 


characters are not everyone's idea of humor, But the ideas are there for some sood 
laughs, 
Bedier, Josephe as retold by THE ROMANCE OF TRISTAN AND ISEULT Pantheon 


$3.50 


Qne thinks of this as one of the great love stories of literature - as 
well as opera ~- and I had not realized, until confronted with this incontrovertible 
evidence - that the story did not exist in integrated literary form. M. Bedier has 
done real service in coordinating the fragments of medieval poetry and legend into’ 

is a single tale, In France it has gone into some 300 odd editions. Now, in trans- 
lation, and with twenty full page illustrations by the artist in stained glass, Joep 
Nicolas, and a fine piece of book-making, the time-honored romance will reach a wider 
public, The illustration; ~ even to their studied mannerisms seem appropriate to 


the flavor of the text., 
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Shipley, Joseph T,. DICTIONARY OF WORD ORIGINS Philosophical Library 
Word hist é sig 

ory is race history - this dictionary traces origins in such a 
way that new appreciation is opened up to the growth of democratic process through 
the origin and derivation of words. Current and ephemeral slang is not included but 
fresh vital words, part of the language growth process, are a part of this study. Any- 
one fascinated with words will find much to interest him here. Sometimes the lexico- 
grapher seems a bit smart alecky ~ some of his word association patterns are far- 
fetched but entertaining, The arrangement is alphabetical, with cross reference. Data 


in the appendices include "doublets", words from names, sources and meanings of given 
names. “ 


Fuller, J.F.C. ARMAMENT AND HISTORY Scribner 
$2.50 

A not too successful attempt to show the influence of armament on history 
from the time of the Greek City-states to World War II. General Fuller, whose ad- 
vanced military views have usually been adopted by the British staff, traces superfi- 
cially the evolution from bow and arrow to robot bomb. But - when it comes to their 
relation to history and man's way af life, Fuller hardly says more than the obvious - 
the influence persists, He does not even attempt to show the relation of such inter- 
national recognition of the part of armament in history as the Washington Disarmament 
Conference, the Briand-Kellogé Pact, or the conflicts over armament and security at 
Versailles. Over-ambitious purpose indicated in title for a slim volume. 


Peattie, Donald Culrose IMMORTAL VILLAGE Univ, of Chicago 
$2.75 

Be latedly, we wish to add our expression of appreciation to the University 
of Chicago Press for including on their current list the first American edition of 
this book, originally printed in a small edition in France in 1s26. It is a labor 
of love - a tribute to the undying spirit, through the ages, that is embodied in the 
ancient village of Vence, in the Maritime Alps, above the French Riviera. In Vence 
where he and his wife, Louise Peattie took refuge and where he tried ~ usually in 
vain — to make himself a popular story writer -— he wrote this history of the village, 
from its Stone Age infancy of man, through the classic age when traders brought the | 
world to Vence, to the Roman conquest, the coming of Christianity, the Lombardy con- 
quest, the Dark Ages, and its reemergence with the Crusades. Legend and history 
gather around the village ~ famous names appear and disappear - the old Provencal 
spirit survives all change, Renaissance and Reformation, plague and war, lean days 
and fat. Vence — once calling itself a city - became a village; but its spirit sur- 
vived. And, with August 1944, that spirit could smile again. Peattie is writing in 
his own untrammeled vein - rich flow of words, lush sometimes, musical always ~ of a 
place he loves. The publishers have given his words a lovely form, with woodblocks 


by Paul Landacre, colorful end papers, fine type face. 


Culbertson, Ely ELY CULBERTSON'S NEW GOLD BOOK Winston 
33.00 
Brought up to date, this book for «000 Culbertson certified teachers and 
millions of pupils, ivery phase of bidding, leads, play; the official-laws; new 
material on cue bidding, duplicate bridge bidding. An excellent chapter for the T.3.M, 


Miller, Francis Trevelyan HISTORY OF WORLD WAR II Winston 
$5.00 
This 1000 page history of the war would be infinitely more valuable if it 
had an index, Without it - the very full Table of Contents serves to some extent as 
a guide, and the coverage - up to the minute - supplies one with the date clarifying 
history of our times that happened so fast that one needs to go back to check its 
chronology, Over 200 editorial aids in 30 countries have combined - 200 photographs 
~ Maps ~ etc. make it a good book to leaf through, to read here and there. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday, Doran 


Ortloff & Raymore - GARDEN PLANNING AND BUILDING —- postponed to 12/3 


Farrar & Rinehart 


Butler, Gerald ~ DARK RAINBOW —- from 11/1 to 11/6 
Swanson, Neil - Note correct title - THE PERILOUS FIGHT 


Harper 

Heth, E. H. - ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY = price from 2.50 to <.00 
Knopf 

Stone, William - THE SHIP OF FLAME - from 11/22 to 11/8 
Reynal & Hitchcock 

Bolte, C. G. ~ THE NEW VETERAN ~ from 11/5 to 11/19 

De Jong, D. C. ~ SOMEWHAT ANGELS - from 10/16 to 10/31 

Miller, Arthur - FUCUS - from 10/15 to 10/30 

Shapiro, Karl - ESSAY ON RIME - from 10/15 to 10/29 


Simon &«& Schuster 


Simonov, Konstantine - DAYS AND NIGHTS - Correct price is $2.75 


Whittlesey House 


Cooper, Page - NAVY NURSE - definite date 11/19 
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FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. IQ 


Children's. Book Week - November 11th to 17th - The Children’s Book Council, 62 West 
45th Street, New York has prepared a free manual which will give you some suggestions 
for dramatizing Children's Book Week. The theme - United Through Books.- in.itself 
spurs the imagination to exhibits, displays, contests, etc. The 1944 poster is re- 
printed - (25 cents each). The National Education Association has chosen this week 
as American Education Week, and there is display advertising material available if 
you write to them at 1201 - 16th Street NW - Washington, D. C. 

































PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Hoke, Helen RAG'S DAY & MRS. SILK Jr. Literary Guild & Messner 
Iil'd by Diana Thorne $1.00 
* Picture story book or Read AlOUd - this is top rating merchandise in two 


stories, friendly, gay, reliably popular with listener - in and looker~on, The first 
story - in pictures and running text - tells of Rags' adventures while his human play- 
mates are at school. Rags is a wire haired and an appealing one... Mrs. Silk was a 
cocker, such a reliable pet that the family didn't need an alarm clock - until the 
morning when Mrs. Silk was so busy with her own new family that she forgot to wake 

© them up. Good family picture book - lovely large scale action pictures by an artist 
who is at her best with animals. Full color. A lot for the money. (October) 


CLASSICS - REPRINTS ~ INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Color Storybook series CINDERELLA - ALADDIN Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
TOM TIT TOT - THE PIED PIPER Each $.60 


Merchandise appeal and good value in blassiic tales, somewhat simplified 
as to text and printed in good, clear type, and illustrated with quaint figures 
reproduced by color photography. The stage-set arrangement of the dolls (designed by 
Amelia Serkin) against studied backgrounds gives a slick, three dimensional quality 
and heightens the fairy-tale effect - almost as if one saw the familiar stories acted 
out with puppets. (Published) 


Barrows, Marjorie WAGGLES Rand, McNally 
$.50 
The fact that this is the third or fourth ina series of "glowing eye" 
animals makes it evident that there is a market for them. Personally, I dislike them 
cordially, though Waggles, a little puppy who can see in the dark, seems less preten- ; 
tious than his predecessors. Pictures by Clarence Biers. (11/1) 


Crampton, Gertrude TOOTLE Simon & Schuster 
$.25 


| Now here is sound value -‘sure merchandise and lively illustrations for a 
spirited text of the little locomotive that had such difficulty learning to stay on the 
tracks. Tibor Gergely did the illustrations. Original text for this Little Golden Book. 


ys Grimm, Jacob & William HANSEL AND GRETEL 30S 
The Erika Weihs pictures for the old favorite, favorite tale (retold) seem 


appropriate to the text, but are occasionally a trifle mannered and coy - though always 
decorative. Again a dependable market for a Little Golden Book. 
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Announcing for October 


THE ILLUSTRATED JUNIOR LIBRARY Grosset & Dunlap i 


Five titles to be published this year as follos:- 
ANDERSEN'S FAIRY TALES, illustrated by Arthur Szyk. (BOM dividend - January) { 
GRIMM'S FAIRY TALES, illustrated by Fritz Kredel. (BOM dividend - February) 
HANS BRINKER by Mary Mapes Dodge, illustrated by Cyrus L. Baldridge. 

BLACK BEAUTY by Anna Sewell, illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg. 

HEIDI, by Joanna Spyri, illustrated by William Sharp. 


De luxe edition - acetate slip case - $2.50. Minor changes in size, number of colors 
in inside printing and packaging in Special Edition at $1.50 and Popular Edition at 
$1.00. All editions contain from 30 to 80 black and white illustrations and 10 in 


full color. 
The sample illustrations that I have seen justify in every way the publishers’ enthu- 


siasm. 


a 
——— at ae 


READ ALOUD (6/9) 


Van Rosen, Rosa THE BAKER'S DOZEN Appleton-Century 
$1.50 
A little magic, a little moral and a happy ending make this book, with its 
pleasant pictures by Barbara Latham a good Christmas item, It is the story of the 
best and fattest baker in Colonial Albany who always gave thirteen cookies to the 
baker's dozen except on a fateful occasion. A good read-aloud story for the family. ; ake 





(+487 
De Witt, Evelyn F. OLD CABOOSE (303 Alcazar Ave. Glade House 
Illus. by Ann Kirn Coral Gab les 34, Fla.) $1.50 
° Kindergarten age andfirst grade will love this story of an old caboose 


that was suddenly put back on the tracks after a long idle time. Pete and Callie, a 
jolly couple, took a cross-country trip to California and made the caboose their home 
near a railroad yard. Nice, accurate background with interesting geography of this 
country gives a good educational primer value. Fun reading. Illustrations in color - 
red, yellow and black, by Ann Kirn have real charm. (Publ.) 


Undset, Sigrid-E£d. TRUE AND UNTRUE & Other Norse Tales. Knopf 

$2.50 

Eight and nine year olds will love these folk tales of Norway - they are 

a bit advanced for the younger children in this age group, but have permanent value 
for basic collections of national folk lore. Varied in mood and subject, the stories 


have uniformly that rich folk quality that distinguishes classic legends. Illustra- 
ted.by Frederick T. Chapman, (10/18) 

Webster, Paul Francis-Lyrics by THE CHILDREN'S MUSIC BOX Morr ow 
& Churchill, Frank E.-music by $2.00 


The man who composed the music for many of the Disney pictures has written 
more lilting tunes for fast, sometimes sugary verses, and gay pictures ina charming 
gift music book with that Hollywood touch. Good merchandise material which will have 
further values for schools where original material is in constant demand. Wolo has 
done the pictures - sure password to popularity wherever he is known. (11/7) 
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Elsie—Jean WEE ROBIN'S CHRISTMAS SONG Nelson 
$1.50 
Popular columnist with a retailing of the story of Wee Robin who outwits 
old Gray Pussy, Greedy Gray Hawk, old Sly Fox, and achieves his goal of singing for 
the king on Christmas morning. Elsie-Jean has composed three songs to enhance the 
text. Innocuous but a fair Christmas item, with holiday touch in the green ink print- 
ing and illustrations by Elsie McKean. For kindergarten and first grade levels. (Pub.) 


Rue, Flora C,. THE COCOA DANCER Whitman 
$1.25 

A real story with an unusual background - the Island of Dominica - in a 
lively story of two native children, Ebby and Dodo, who work together to satisfy Ebby's 
ambition to become a cocoa dancer. Excellent reading aloud material. We wish the 
illustrations which are too much in the old blackface minstrel tradition, had been 
more native in feel. They make effective display, but may offend some readers. who 
would like the simplicity and vitality of the story. Pictures by Gladys Rourke Black- 
wood. (Publ.) 

FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Baker, Charlotte NECESSARY NELLIE Coward, McCann 
$2.00 
* A story of a Mexican-American family in San Antonio and a study in good 


fellowship - neighborliness - and very real people of all ages. Nellie was a stray 
pup adopted into a family that couldn't really afford to feed an extra mouth, but that 
couldn’t afford to do without the love that bound them to the pup. It is a story that 
might well have degenerated into sentimentality, as the judge comes to the children's 
rescue ~— and Nellie's —- when the license must be paid; and when Nellie proves herself 
hecessary when she finds a mysterious five dollar bill which helps take care of her 
puppies, and finally when she digs up the long lost Mission bell and paid her debt to 
the community many times over, But never for a moment does the story lose a rather 
casual, friendly, unsentimental quality. I liked it. Third and fourth grade. (J.L.G.) 
(Publ. ) 


Lathrop, Dorothy P. THE SKITTLE-SKATTLE MONKEY Macmillan 
| $2.00 
* An exquisitely illustrated story of a very active, very persistent, very 


curious monkey who manages to escape from his cage and wreck his master's house. Per- 
haps seven and eight year old boys will discover too much zest in this tale of continu- 
ous destruction, buf it is humorously told, and the pictures are delicate, skillful, 
gay. Dorothy Lathrop has become for some a collector's item. (11/13 ) 


Bechdolt, Jack & Merwin, Decie DULCIE SEWS A SAMPLER Dutton 
$1.50 


These Dulcie books lay on the charm a bit too thick, after the first one 


or two. There'g a harmless sort of mischievousness as Dulcie gets into trouble over 


such things assamplers, May-baskets, Grandfather clocks et al - period piece with all 
the trimmings, The illustrations have the same pastel quality as the text. (Publ.) 


Tousey, Sanford WHITE PRINCE [he Arabian dorse Whitman 

: $1.25 

Tousey has a good-pace of story-telling, which makes him surely popular 

with eight and nine year olds, but his books always look as though they were meant 
for younger children, with the gay postery pictures and the action factor that poss- 
ibly appeals to the addicts of the "comics", This is a boy and pony story of a pony 
that runs away from the circus and comes to the Tyler farm, where adventures begin 
for Alf and his Indian friends. Ultimately the boys' happiness is complete when the 
circus decides to leave the pony to Alf. There's a feeling of a datel twice-told tale, 
but it is none the less pleasant reading, (Publ.) 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Woody, Regina J. THE STARS CAME DOWN Harcourt, Brace 
$2.00 
Mannered, sentimental tale of a benevolent despot who promises his dear 
little daughter to bring the stars into the valley and does so when he gives up his 
own electric plant. Particular appeal to the hand-crocheted tidies' ladies who think 
children are starry-eyed angels, Busoni's illustrations are as wide-eyed as the text 
~ and the whole creates a confusion of modern bombed post-war city and castle ona 
crag. (10/25) | 
THE SINGING CART Morrow 
$2.00 
Eight to ten year olds will find this an engaging story - with its charm- ; 
ing Sicilian family and the beguiling stubborn donkey. All sadness is at the end when 
the children become part of a delightful circus family and go off around Sicily with 


Sweet-Do-Nothing pulling the cart and father standing on his head in farewell. Though 
occasionally sentimental it is in general a successful story, interesting background. 


Crocker, Joan 


(11/7) 
Cavanah, Frances & Weir, Ruth Cromer PRIVATE PEPPER COMES HOME Whitman 
Pictures by Diana Thorne & A.G. Peck $1.25 
* A returned veteran story - only this time the returned veteran is Pepper, 


of the K-9 corps, who has earned his honorable discharge and come back to his young 
master Keith to resume civilian ways. His constructive defense value is not over even 
then for he traps a burglar and earns the family's respect and a citation he can .eat. 
FAIR Whitman 
$1.25 
This was originally scheduled for April and reported in February (P.85). 
Another of her excellent regional stories of southeastern Tennessee, a feuding back- 
ground and a friendship that eventually mends a quarrel. But it is the quaint mountain 
music with its essential folk values that gives the story its real flavor and is an 
integral part of tale in which Jim Saymore loses the music contest because of a faulty 
fiddle string sold him by his rival, The story ends on a happy note. Good background 
material for schools and libraries, colorfully illustrated by Christine Chisholm. 


Justus, May FIDDLERS ' 





FACT BOOKS FOR THE o-12's 


Meyer, Dickey HOW PLANES ARE MADE Harper 
$1.00 
This series ~— Harper's Young America's Aviation Library, edited by Norman 
V. Carlisle, - is making a place for itself in the slowly growing shelf of sound basic 
texts on modern aviation for younger readers. This is a good addition. Discusses the 
design and building of a plane fromthe first “idea man" to the various designers, engi- 
neers, and aerodynamicists, right through to the test pilot, Particularly suitable for 
the young model builder. Attractive jacket and clear text and diagrams. 


Holiday House 


Borden, Charles A. OCEANIA 
Each $1.00 


Ives, Vernon TURKEY 
Two more ina good series of small backsround-history books with illus- 
trations in three color by Rafaello Busoni. In Oceanta, the people, history and geog- 


raphy of Hawaii, New Zealand, and the South Pacific Islands are treated simply and 
objectively with agreeable absence of the “white-man's burden" theme, 
considerable ground in its 26 pages... In Turkey, interesting, vital facts about the 
too mysterious power, key to much of eastern Europe's politics and history, with modern 
Turkey emerging as a political entity with accent on social and democratic ideas. 


Thoughtful-interesting. 


The author covers ( 
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Olds, Elizabeth THE BIG FIRE Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 

This is a difficult book to place. In format - type of illustration-size, 
it looks like a picture story book. In text matter, it is definitely of the 9-10-11 
level. It might be used as a book to read aloud to slightly younger children, for it 
is dramatically written, an accurate account of the work and background of the fire 
department, There's the history, much of the working and equipment of the New York 
Fire Department, written with the assistance of the Fire College staff and Captain 
Winter of Hook and Ladder 3. Vigorous and exciting lithographs by the author. A city 
child's book primarily, but with much that small boys everywhere would enjoy. (10/9) 


Bendick, Jeanne MAKING THE MOVIES Whittlesey 
$2.00 
* A definitive book for younger readers interested in the making of movies- 


definitive of course only in the sense of adequate and competent covering of background 
and history, details of casting, sets, costuming, make-up, shooting, sound, actors, 
technicians, distribution, and the behind-the-scenes activity that goes into the making 
of the film today. There may have to be another book tomorrow and another next month, 
as new developments are perfected, but this forms the best basic text for juniors that 
I have seen. A rounded fact-book, charmingly presented with lively, gay spot drawings 


in warm gray and black. (11/5) 
FOR THE 12 to 15's - Fiction 


Comfort, Mildred Houghton SEARCH THROUGH PIRATE'S ALLEY Morrow 
$2, 00 

A warm, spicy mixture of a Pirate Pastry Shop, a hidden will, a charming 
New Orleans family, an ex-Pirate candy huckster, and two adventurous children, Pierre 
and his younger sister Collette, The whimsical grandfather, plotter for Napoleon's 
escape from St. Helena; Lafitte, the famous pirate; and a fabulous old desk that con- 
ceans the hidden treasure miraculously discovered by Pierre and Collette just in time 
to save the family home, add up to a story that will hold girls and boys from 11 to 
14. The New Orleans setting is not quite of today ~ but reminiscent*of blue velvet 
gowns and jewels, Mardi Gras carnival and old gold pieces. (11/7) 


Tope, Hildred WHOA, GINGER Morr ow 
$2.00 


When the twins, Joy and Joe, fail in their school work and show other signs 
of becoming spoiled rich brats, their father sends them to the country to live with a 
farm family. There they learn to respect their jobs, their neighbors, and ultimately 
themselves, There's a chicken raising competition, a gingery pony, a bag of old hid- 
den coils, There's success and happiness coming out of hard work and responsibility, 
Lively reading for 7th to 9th graders. (11/7) 


FOR THE 12 to 1% YEAR OLDS =- Non-fiction 


Yates, Raymond B. FUN WITH ELECTRONS Appleton-Century 
$2.75 

Good stuff for high-school age, electrically minded boys. Begins with a 
brisk summary of the history of electricity, followed by directions for building a 
heme laboratory out of junkshop parts, with suggestions for performing a number of 
interesting though standard experiments. A good bridging book to cover the gap between 
general science and radio fan fields, The illustrations clear but rather dull and text- 
bookish, detract from the straight merchandise value. Sound library material, ‘ '//# ) 
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FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Neil H. THE PERILOUS FIGHT Farrar & Rinehart 


Swanson, 
$3.50 


| Not actually a story except that history itself can be story, written by 
Neil Swanson. He has told the story of the Battle of Baltimore, and the defence of 
Fort McHenry, which turned the tide of defeat in the War of 1812. The story is built 
around the figure of Sam Smith, appointed head of the Committee of Vigilance and Safety 
after the Blandenburg defeat exposed Baltimore to the fate of Washington. He impro- 
vised a force practically overnight, improvised too a strategy that worked, guessed 
right on the moves the British would make, and brought victory, where defeat had been 


sure. (For full report see FP. 440) (11/29) 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Facts and Figures Farrar & Rinehart 
$O.00 
An encyclopedia for football fans. Perhaps the oldsters will get more 
thrill out of this compendium of facts and figures, going back to football's infancy, 
but it does come up to the present with outstanding records of players and games and 
colleges, "You can't tell the players, the teams, the coaches, the longest runs, the 
longest passes, the longest drop kicks without a program." This is it! (Full report 


see P, 415) (11/15) | 
| 


Baker, L. H. FOOTBALL! 








Winter, Ella I SAW THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE Little,. Brown 1 | 
$3. 00 a 
The emphasis on the problems of Russian women and children under war condi- 
tions and their aftermath may interest older girls in this account of an informed ob- 
server in war-ravaged Russia. The work of the women as laborers, fighters, guerrillas, 
fliers, organizers and citizens; the social problems such as the marriage and divorce 
decrees; the problems of war orphans, of food, of black markets - all backgrounds for 
Russia's courage and saérifice. (For full report see P, 415) (11/19) 





Mercey, Comdr. Arch A, & SEA, SURF AND HELL Prentice-Hall 
Grove, Lee $3.00 


An @xcellent anthology, subtitled U. S. Coast Guard Reader, with each 
experience, while collectively it mirrors the 
experiences of the nation's oldest se2 force in four years of war and shows its versa 
tility, its informality, its esprit de corps. The section sub-titles indicate the 
scope:— Hell Below Zero (Greenland and Iceland); Shore Duty, Off Shore, Battle of the 
Atlantic, Storming the Beaches (both European and Pacific); Sea Bag. (Full report 
P. 411) First rate reading, (10/29) 


piece a literary entity and individual 


Ewen, David MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAKE MUSIC Readers Press 
$2.75 
26 thumbnail biographies and critiques of leading contemporary concert 
artists and conductors, - Heifetz, Schnabel, Toscanini, Lehmann and many others whose 
james are familiar to radio listeners, but of whom - as people — the average listener 


knows little, This kind of material is often rather inaccessible, and this book - 
for the layman ~ fills a need. As literature it is not important; as a reference 
book, it should find a place in school libraries, 


(Pull report P, 449). (11/1) 





